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As Japan is located in an active plate boundary zone and also has a long history, very high seismic
activity can be traced back rather minutely to more than one thousand years ago based on abundant
old records. Therefore investigation of historical earthquakes has been continued actively in Japan
for about one hundred years since the dawning of seismology. Around the middle of 1970’s historical
seismology in Japan has started to make more progress. Marked tendencies of current research works
in this field in Japan are as follows: (1) A huge amount of historical documents of high qualities has
been collected intensively from all over the country and published elaborately. (2) Interdisciplinary
collaboration among seismologists, geologists, geomorphologists, and, especially, historians has been
increasing. (3) Critical reading of historical documents, minute inquiries into historical backgrounds
at the times of earthquakes, efforts to evaluate seismic intensities from historical descriptions as
objectively as possible, and quantitative treatment of seismic intensity data for estimating proper
epicenters and magnitudes have become prevailing. (4) Methods of paleoseismology such as geolog-
ical and geomorphological investigations of fault displacements, uplifted marine terraces, tsunami
deposits, archeological remains etc. have been effectively applied. () Deduction of fault models,
inference of fault segments which generated particular earthquakes, seismotectonic interpretations,
and discussions related to or focusing on long-term earthquake predictions have been made actively.

At present, however, there is no office nor full-time scientist in Japan that have official responsi-
bility for historical seismology. On the other hand, collected historical documents have become too
huge to be thoroughly analyzed. These are big problems because historical earthquakes should be
investigated much more intensively and extensively in Japanese earthquake prediction program,
especially for long-term prediction. So, 1 propose (1) establishment of new office(s) specializing in
historical seismology, which will also be center(s) of collaboration between seismologists and histori-
ans and for collection and maintenance of historical records, and (2) construction of a data-base
; system of the whole historical earthquake documents in Japan for a wide variety of researchers and
E specialists by using personal computer and CD-ROM, which is prepared and maintained by the
: above-mentioned office(s).
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